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Jaguar appearance char-
acteristics — and,  very
good onies — have been
retained  in the

madal.

latest
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MARK V SALOON

DATA FOR THE DRIVER

34-LITRE JAGUAR MARK V

FPRICE, with four-door saloon body, [oS8, phli Lapg 25 11 Hritlsh purchase tax

Cotal (in Great Britaio], £1,2635 38 10d
RATING :
BRAKE HORSE-POWER:
MAR, TORQUE;

SWEIGHT @ 3yewtograrlb (3917 k), LB. pes C.C_:

25 hupi, & cvlinders, overhead '-’nl'tn:.. dz = tva mm,; 3,485 &€
120 at 4,500 r.pom. COMPRESSION RATHD: 6.5 to 1.
180 10 it at 2,390 FEa rY0q PR BT 7000 GRG0 an g gear,
.07, B.H.P. par TON: 72.32,
TYRE SIZE ; 6,70 7 16in on boit-on steel dise wheels. LIGHTIMG SET
TANK CAPACITY: 14 Impagial gallons - approx. fusl consumption range, 15-18 m.p.a.

a=vall.

TURNING CIRCLE ; 370kt (L and R}, MIMIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE ; fim.
BMAIN DIMENSIONS : Wheethase, 1oft oin: Track, 4t 8in {front) : aft gliin
{rearl, Cwverall length, 150 7in @ width, sft 8lin | height, sit 2
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v T s, =nd oyl Drezerifeed di " The Awloear "' of Defober 1, 1ok,
Steering wihee]l movemeant from leck to are o—ia5
lock ; 4 turms, fﬂi" a1

WEATHER : Fine, warm, dry; wind skight.

Acesleration Apures are the means of several mund m appodile directions,

MPORTANT improvements in the latest Jagooar, known

as the Mark W, make an already fnie car still more satis-

) fying. Chief among these are the adoption of o new

design of frme which gives 4 foundation of great ngidite,

ong of the foremost secrets of gond handling and nding,

and independent front suspension, a well-designed torsion

bar system which has been on the stocks for somo consider-
zble time hefore being put into production

Appeamance, coupled with hiph performance, has albways

been a strong feature of these cars, and in the 1949 edition
an extrenely  effective compromise between @ car that
stiil " looks like ascar ™' and oltra-modern trends has bean
struck. After seeing the Joaguar Mark V', with itz faired-in
head lamps, is wings visible from the driving seat, it=
partially encloged rear whesls and the excellent and im-
pressive line that has been achieved from whatever angle
the ar is viewed, one i led to wonder why it showld be
necessary to go further away from the seosible shapes
avcegred for many years past The Jaguar, half-way In

ontline botwesn the ' old "' and the "' new,”" proedoces ot-
ably little wind nolee, even with the eliding roof open

Considening its “'rich " yot unostentotions looks, seen
to advantage in gleaming black and chrominm, ite range
of equipment and its manoer of pecformace, the value
offered by this Jaguar with 3i-litre six-cylinder engine is
strilcing by pressmt-day standards, just as ity predecessors
were before the war, The total resolt of the mechanical
improvernents made b5 to cender the car quite noticeably
more silky in running and hanclling, apd to step up
markedly the inhorent quality of *° feel ™" of a model which
already was on the short list of outstanding British spee-
citlist cars. TFor its remurkable combination of virdees it
might well be expected in these days o cosl severnl hun-
dred pounds more than it deoes, and that is a very big
tritute to be able to pay a car. Only in the high-qualily
Britizh car of which this i=s a {op-rank representative are
performance, comiort and safety, with the accent on safety,
e pdmirably blendecd,




The body dimensions in these seale diagrams were taken with
the driving seat in the central position of fore and aft
adjustment, and with seat cushions uncompressed,

Basically, the engine has not been matenally altered, but
it 15 more flexible than before, and the Mark V owill trickie
through slow trafie at under 1o m.p.b, on top gear and
pick np smoothly and swiftly when an opening oifers. It
13 smooth and quiet right up into the eightices, though
interestingly enough a slight, even subtle, exhaust burble
has been permitted, a somehow attractive reminder of the
120 bhop, which the engine can develop, for this slight
mote never becomes obtrusive and is noticeable only when
accelerating from the lower speeds.

It i= a car for long journeys, that can put 50 miles and
more into the hour, one in which 200 miles leave the
driver and pa.s-s:m%a:rea unaffected, and i which a 4qo6- or
suc-mite day would be a plessure,  Yet it is thoroughly
tractahle for the short pottening or shopping expedition,
and very light to control.  In the rontrois, in fact, the Marik
V shows improvement paraliel to that evident in the
smoothness and silkinees of the latest engine add the com-
fort and stability of the riding imparted by the new sus-
pension,

The highest praise can bBe given to the Burman re-

The rear wheel covers are easily removed. The [uel tank
filler is hahing & locked panel, Massive twin bumpers with
overriders are wsed at front and rear,

circtlating ball type of steering now fitted. [t is light at
all speeds, accurate throvghout the range, and gives con
fidence becauss it does not call for concentration to keep
the car on the straight, whilst on commers the car fol
lows an accurate course with the minimum of attention
The steering mtio is low, but dees not proclaim the fict,
so- that it comes as a surprise when measured, the lock
for sharp comers and manmuvring is exceptionally large,
there is good self-returm, and it can be said to be almost
ideally what a steering pear should be—light, fairly quick,
positive, free from rond reactions, yvet not dead feeling

The clutch action is lght and, again, silky  The gear
change 5 very pleasing, with a slender remote-control Jever
brought well back for operation by the left hand, and with
first-Tate synchromesh on second, third and iop gears
Sometimes the movement into second gear at Jow apeed,
pr from rest, was not immediate, but the synchromesh
i3 not * heaten " by fast changing, Second is the normal
gear for starting from rest on the level, and when leisurely
methods are preferred one can change from second straight
inte top, gnonng third,

The new suspemsion shows great morit both in comiort
af riding for all occupants and in the stability for {fast
cornéring.  The loog torsion bars in froot, coupled with
half-elliptics at the rear, give a ride which is soft but never
sloppy, and the car feels under pemarkably good contral.
Up to the highest speeds it sits down on the read like o
train, feeling completely safe. The tyres, which ate the
new big-section Dunlop cushion pattern on wide-base rims,
sometimes protest, Lot the suspension does not permit roll

Fairly heavy fast cars impose a heavy task on braking
systems, increased o recent years by tendensies which
reduce the guantity of air reaching brake droms for cool-
ing purposes. The Girling fully hydraulic system Aited

First-quality Vaumol hide over Dunlopills upholstery gives extremely comfortable seating and adds to the attractiveness of the
lnterl_&r. F?nm inside and outside the doora are opened by press buttons, set in fixed handles which provide a grip. Other points in

this practically arcanged car are the fat floor of the rear com|

nt, the increnzad window area gained by narrow chromium-

plated frames, the hinged ventilator panels in all windows, and the adjustable-height front seats, with the gear lever between them,




Crealy a British car of quality provides such examples as this tool
tray on the Japuar of close atiention to the owner's persomnal
cenvenience. Thete is a light in the lid for lumination at night.

THE AUTQCAR ROAD TESTS

to the latest Jaguar does a very pood job of work with
tght pedal pressure, and fading was less evident than usual
under severe use in hot weather. The baod-brake lever is
a pull-and-push type set conveniently under the instru-
ment board. It proved to be necessary to pull it baed on
tn hold the car on a slope.

The performance figures recorded against the stop watch
are obviously very satisfactory and tell their story, What
is not brought out thereby is the smeoth surge of power
which accelemtes the car with supreme sase, vet exhilarat-
ingly, into the seventies, and the wiy in which it swings
over the gradients just by openimg the throtile Rarely
indewd does 4 hill bring i1 below third gear, even when a
baulk mocurs, and on second it could take nimost any gra-
digent. Even on Pogl petmol there is relatively little pinking
from this comparatively high compression engine wley
accelerating o pulling hard, and no spn of running-on
vecurted] when it was switched off after wvery hard worl,
although obwviously it would benefit from the superior
quility fuel available in many countries.

Tust as in apprarsnce the Japuar retaines chatactorstics
which =tll appeal to the discerning owner, in the interior.
too, it maintains standards now often jettisoned. Examples
are the individual front seats shaped to the back, and a
plain, honest black-finished and thomuwghly  functiceal
fourspoked spring steering wheel, The column s maled at
the right angle to bring the wheel info a matural position,
and it s telescopically adjustable after a neat kenurled
slecve @t the head of the column has been slacked off
Again, venested woodwork is sill wsed in the interier in
a quict, fastebul style, and there is o sliding roof of Lirge
ared,

Om the left side of the overhead valwe six-cylinder -engine are
the twin 5.U, carburettors, with hydraulic piston dampers and
thermo-electric auxiliary starting carburettor, climinating a
hand-speratad choke, the lafgs air intalce silencer and Alter;
amnd the fan and radiator units of the Clayton fresh-air imterior
heating and ventilating system. The bonmet iz in two wetions,
hinged longitudinalle, and unlacked and locked from inside
the car.

— o S———
The luggage compartment interior fs unusually well Snished,

and has Tubber inset steips for protection, Spare whes] and wheel.
changing toals ase in a separate cormpartment below,

: ; : . - continued

The criving pasition is thomoughly setisfactory, and teere
15 no saggestion of iz béing necessary to shilt gostion
frecuently on a journey of severnl hours’ dumntion.  The
windscreen 8 deep and wide and its pillars are not obstrue-
tive Lo vision, but the driving mirror forems something of
a blind spot ot times towards the left side,

The Enstruments include that now mre provision, a v
counter, in additon, of conrse, to the speedometer, and
an engine water thermometer s aleo fitted . [n shade tem-
peratures well over 8o deg F and sun temperatures armond
o dey the engine remained consistently at below 75 deg C
The instruments are set at an angle and somewhat fecesed
They are laminated by a battery of four extornal so-colied
“Back " Hghts ofia new Lucas pattern, which in conjunc.
tion with light-coloursd figures and needles give an entirely
non-glare luminous cffect,  The clock and mileage recordiers
in the speedometsr could not bo essily read at night by this
light, howewer.

The head lamps produce a very satisfactory beam for Fast
driving and the horn note has the power reguired on oo
sion, though it 95 rather harsh for mild wamning purposes.
With nutomatic mixture enriching the start from cold s
& matter of pressing the starter switch and driving off,
engine speed heing maintained at a fast tickover by thermo:
static control until a predetermined temperature s reached
—a matter of spconds

Interior Quality

The quality effect of the interor is eohaneed by the
first-rate hide upholstery, which is unpleated. Both front
seats, in addition to a fore-and aft adjustient notably easy
to opornte, have handles for regulating the height, an
admirable provision. At the rear a flat floor results from
the uge of a divided propellershalt, m conjunction with
a hypoid bevel rear axbe, It i an extremely comiortable
reaf seat capable of taking three adult passengers, but
ideally two only, wide amd comifortably upholstersd olbow
rests reducing the wadth appreciably,  In the cenire iz a
folding arm rest Chere b5 o host of mterior fittings to
aded to comidfort and cofvenience, including lidded cubiliy
holes at either gide of the instrument panel, one of which
in fitted with a lock and kew, and twin interior lights in
the rear compartment under the driver’s control. A rear
window blind is not fitted, however, an omisston to which
sorne drivers are susceptible more than others.

Included 1o the standard equipment 5 an intecior
hemting and ventlation system, which takes in fresh air
from bebind the mdiator grille, the air pnssing through @
famn and adiator gnit meunted under the bonnet and being
admitted into the body under the control of twoe flaps
regulnted by levers.in the deiving compartrnent, either cool
or warm according to requiremaents,  Dhcts lead of to the
windascreen for de-misting and de-icing
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