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No. 1463 : JAGUAR MARK VII SALOON

good results when firted in a sports car chassis, but it is unusual o find a

spOrts car enging in a saloon, as applies with the Jaguar Mark VII. The
K120 two-seater with its twin overhead camshaft 34-litre engine was a4 success
as a competition car, as well as a very fast rouring mount, right from the star.
That fine engine was destined, in addition, to be the nucleus of an outstanding
saloon model, replacing the previous Mark V' osaloon fitted with a 34-litre
push-rod overhead valve engine; and so the Mark VII was designed.

The first public appearance of the Mark VII in this country, at Earls Court
in 1950, caused the Jaguar stand to be very much more crowded than most and
demonstrated, even o the dichards who support traditional stvle, that a modern
body can be both functional and beautiful.  Yet perhaps even more outstanding
than either the engine or the body style is the relatvely low purchase price;
which makes the Mark VII extremely good value for money jodged by any
standard of performance, comfort or economy, There are verv few cars that
have a genuine maximum speed of over 100 m.ph., give a fuel consumption of
around 20 m.p.g., have a large saloon body, equpped with a heater, and sell at a
list price of under £1,100,

For purposes of a Hoad Test that, as the postbag has clearly shown for some
time, 15 keenly awaited all over the world, a Mark VII saloon has recently
covered in the hands of The Autocar more than a thousand miles, well inside a
week, of widely differing types of country both in England and on the Continent,
where the petformance figures were obtained. This has left ne doubt in the
minds of those concerned thar this car meets the requirements of most people

IT is not unustal nowaday: o have a powerful saloon car engine giving very
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The sweeping lines of the
Mark VII retain the charsc-
ter and dignity of previous
medels.  The downward
sweep of the front wing
prevents a slab-sided effect.

DATA

PRICE [basic), with saloon body, £1.088.
British purchase tax, £605 135 11d.
Totwal (in Grear Britaindl., £1.693 18s 11d.

ENGINE ¢ Capacity 1 3,442 c.¢. (210 cu, i),

MNumber of cylinders: & .
Bore and st t B3 w 106 mm. {327 x4.E7in).
Valve gear: Twin overhead came

Compression ratin: 8 oo L

B.H.P.: 1560 at 5,200 r.p.m, {832 B.H.P. per
tan laden).

Torque: 195 |b fr at 2,500 r.p.m

M.PH. per LM r.p.m, on top Fear, 19,35

WEIGHT [with 5 galls fuell, 34§ cwr (3,806 1k,

Wr.tjht distribution  (per  cent), 52k F;
47.2 R.

Laden as tested : 38§ ewr {4,3101k).

Lb per cc (laden): 1.25,

TYRES : &.70—16in.
Preasures {1b per sqfin‘.l: 23 F; 25 R ({normal},
25 F; 27 R (for fast driving).

TANK CAPACITY : Right-hand, %
Ferjal gallong ; lefi-hand, & gallons.

0il sump, 21 pins.

Caooling system, 22 pints,

TURNMNING CIRCLE : 3sft (n, (L and R).
Srecring whee] tumns (lock o lock) ;. 4],

DIMENSIONS : Wheelbase 10ft Oin.
Track : 4ft Sin (F); 4ft %in (R)
Length {overall): 16t 4din.

Height : Sft Jin.

Width : 6ft lin.

Ground  clearance : 'i'l:}in.

Frontal area = 25 sq ft (approsw.).

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM:
ampére-hour DRICTy,
Head lights : Single dip, 4% warr.

SUSPENSION : Front, independent  with
wishbones and torsion bars. Anci-roll bar,
Regr, half-ellipric.
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A traditional Jaguar radiator grille is ] r
still found on this model, Twin bult- From this angle the car has a particulariy pleasing appearance. The sweep of the roof
in fog lamps are mounted below the panel blends well into the slope of the tail and the curved rear window maintaing &

head lamnps, and the side bghts are
faired imto the wings. A substantial
bumper, with ovecriders, gives good
protection.
who want to wravel fast, yer in complete comfort, and ar
rimes with a great deal of luggage,

On one occasion an average speed of 46 m.p.h, was ob-
tained over a distance of nearly 130 miles on an unfamiliar
road, without making the car (or the driver) work at all hard.
Under still more suitable conditions there iz Lttle doubt
that considerably higher sverage: would be possible. A
great thing about the Jaguar is irs willingness for work,
and it makes very light of going fast.  In fact, it goes guite
a lot faster than some cars of & similar body size with an
engine of around 5 litres.

Top Gear Performance

The car under rest had the optional § to 1 compression
ratio; 7 w 1 is standard when only poor grade fuel 1
available. On 80 octane fuel the engine is very smooth
and there is only a very slight trace of pinking—ijust enough
to show that the ignition 18 not late.  There is good bottom
end power, too, and, should the driver wish, the car will
accelerste smoothly from as low as 10 mp.h. on top gear.
It can be very much a top gear car; yet, with different
handling, responds well o use of the gears. The engine is
quiet mechanically and there is very little exhaust noise.
What noise there it suggests power and not an inefficient
silencer system.

In keeping with the general performance, the hill-
climbing is very much above average. All normal main-
road hills can not only be climbed on top gear, but climbed
fast, too. Third gear will cope with most of the steeper

uniformity of line.

anes, while several renowned hills in the West Country,
with gradients sround 1 in 4, were easily climbed without
changing down to first gear, except on ong accasion wheh
the car was baulked and it was necessary to slow down and
almost 10 51ep.

Road holding and general handling qualities are well
up to the high speeds made possible by the engine per-
formance and body shape, and this is one of those cars that
the driver feels he really gets to know, and to like very
much, very quickly. Although perhaps a little rransatlantic
in its number of twrns from lock to lock the steering is ver
positive, with no vagueness about it at all, and the f
pumber of turns (44, 1o be exact) did not becoms
apparent until it was acrtoally measured, In spite of this
ratio the stcering is not particularly light for confined
manceuvring purposes, However, at both normal and high
speeds the steering fecls right. The general tendency for
the Jaguar to understeer further inspires confidence.

Giear changing by means of the cenurally placed remore
control lever is light and positive, yvet it would be bertter
if the actual amount of lever travel were reduced slightly.
The synchromesh is smooth and effective, though it is not
difficult 1o bear the mechanism if a snappy change is made.
The clutch, with a hydraulically operated withdrawal
mechanism, is smooth to operate, if perhaps a lintle heavy
if kept depressed in rraffic blocks as distinet from waiting
in neutral. The pedal must be pushed right down to ensure
g silent engagement of first gear.

Ower all types of road surface the riding is very pood.
There is no pitching, nmor has the suspension a “sick

Large, comfortable separate seats with adjustment for leg roor and height are fitted in the front.

The steering wheel is telescopically adjustable for reach, The hand brake lever is placed ideally

hetween the seats, The interior is simply vet tastefully trimmed in fine leather and polished wood,

{Trset| Small tools ere carried in flush-fitting holders incorporated in the bottom of the front doors.

The rear compartment is comfortable and very spacious. The foor is virtually flat. A pull down

central armrest is fitted, and armrests are attached to all the doors, Ashtrays are embedied in the
cappings of the rear doors—a convenient arrangement.



WHEELBASE
FROMT TRACK 4' &
REAR TRACK 4 Sf
OVERALL LENGTH I8 44
COVERALL WIOTH & I
OVERALL HEIGHT 5 3
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By placing the petrol tanks in the rear wings of the

M‘;.rk WVII it has been possible to provide an excep-

tionally large luggage locker. A flush-fitting filler
cap iz provided for each tank.

making ¥ softness associated with some types of springing.
There is very little roll on corners. Owver pnrtim]i;ﬂ:.r bad
surfaces such as Belgian pevd the car remains completely
controllable, and no undue noise is transmitted to the body
interior.

The brakes are unusual in thar they emplov the wo-
trailing-shae system, hydraulically operated and with
VAcuum serve assistance. Both front and rear drums are of
12in diameter, The use of a servo mechanism enables
effective retardation to be obtained with only & moderate
pedal pressure and it is claimed that the two-trailing-shoe
systemn is less susceptible o temperature variations and loss
of During the severe conditions imposed during
performance testing a litle brake fade was experienced,
but at no time was there any loss of balance, or pulling 1w
one side, when the brakes were applied. Under braking,
a certain amount of tyre squeal occurs, especially if the

ressures are not set at the higher figures recommended
or sustained fast driving. As the servo effect is dependent
on the rowmrion of the engine, a partial loss of braking
efficiency is expericnced with the éngine stalled, as happened
of ane of two occasions, although ugeful braking remains.

Driver Amenities

‘The driving position in the Mark VII is very good and
the scparate seat is adjustable for both leg length and
height. The seat itself iz well sprung, with s soft averlay
beneath the leather uphelstery, and of dimensions
1o ensure support to both the back and the leg muscles,
Stecring wheel position can be adjusced means of a
telescopic steering column. From the driving sear there
15 a good view of the road ahead and it is ible to see
the left-hand front wing in a right-hand drive car. To
facilitate manceuvring in & confined space at night two small
red inserts are provided in the side lights, which enable the
front cormers of the car 1o be pin-pointed. The V-type
windscreen is well raked and there is no very large blind
spot at the screen pillars,

The pedals, which are unusually long and narrow, are
well placed, but the throttle is far forward relative
to the clutch and brake and this renders the heel-and-toe
type of gear changing a little difficulr. There is plenty of
room to the ingside of the clutch pedal for the driver's left
foot. All the minor electrical controls are well spaced
around the instruments on the facia panel. With right-hand
drive the controls for the built-in fresh-air heating and
ventildting unit are a little far away for operation when in
motion, A similar remark applies i ly to the
supplementary ventilator flaps placed in the scurtle panels
by the side of the driver’s and passenger’s feer. The two
central air inler flaps of the main heating and ventilating
system are opened Ify levers placed on the underside of the
scuttle, above the gear box housing.

One feature seldom found on cars of post-war design is a
sliding roof. This is completely flush finting externally
when clusgd, and when it 15 open it ventilates effectively

Privred by Jopwar Cars Lid., Enpluny,
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Measuraments in thess jin to 1ft scale body diagrame are taken
with the driving seat in the central position of fore and afe
adjustirent and with the sedt cushions uncompressed,

without causing an undue dravght, There 1s & particudarly
large luggage locker, and it is of a useful recrangular shape
with no imnternal protrusions, with the excepiion of the spare
wheel, which is verdcally mounted on the righi-hand side
The luggage locker floor i3 particularly low., This 15 made
possible by the use of twin petrol tanks mounted in the rear
wings, either of which is used independently by means of
a change-over switch.,

The farred-in head lamps are very powerful and have &
good spread of light, yer for a car with the speed porential
of the Jaguar an even longer range would perhaps be advan-
tageous for fast mght doving, Two fog lamps, which also
are bmilt in, are arranged below the head lights. Thess
are controlled by an extra position on the light switch,
which switches off the head lamps and switches on the [og
lights, a very convenient arrangement. The horns have a
pleasant note and are very effective, The horn button is
a little stiffer to operate than some; this §s perhaps a good
feamure, as it prevents inadvertent operation. The instru-
ment lighting is very effective, vet some form of dimming
device for it would be advantageous. A useful map-reading
light is fitred on the facia, and this is also switched on auro-
matically when either forward door is opened.

Starting from both hot and cold was very good, and the
mixture eariching is operated automatically,

Considered from any angle, the Mark {-'I[ Jaguar is an
curstanding car. It has extremely good performance, is
very comfortable to drive and to ride in, is very completely
equipped, has & modern yer dignified appearance, and is
very good value—indeed, it is in that respect phenomenal.

The eelebrated 3i-litre twin overhead camshaft engine
oceupies a well-filled compartment. A bulkhead mounting
for the battery is provided behind the tubular asir cleaner.
Also on the bulkhead, o the left,is the woltage control regu-
lator and fuse box.

[ I E
| ] T
24 56 | 157 -]
1
s 4L ap—|
| ] 1
[] : 1
ol 1 : r)
234 i
= HEE
== e



