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BRITISH BEAUTY Its not hard to see why the E-Type is perhaps the most elegant car ever made




he 1960s was a decade defined by icons and heroes and 1961 ' E-TYPE ATTRACTED

had more than its fair share. There was Yuri, the first man A PANTHEON OF

to leave the confines of our planet. There was John, the FAMOUS OWNERS

American President who accepted the Soviet challenge and FROM GEORGE
BEST TO GEORGE

committed his country to sending Neil, Buzz and Michael to

HARRISON

thea Moorn.

In California, Brian, Dennis, Carl, Mike and Al becarme better
known a= The Beach Boy=s. Meanwhile, in Liverpoal, John,
Paul, George and Ringo played their first gig at the Cavern
Club. Then, just a month atter the Beatles took to the stage for the first time, Williarm, Bill,
Malcolm and Morman unveiled the car that carme to embody the spirit of the age.

The decade that becarme known as the Swinging Sixties was a tirme of revolution, liberation,
innovation, socialisation and, of course, sexualisation. The E-Type encapsulated all of those
things. It was the world's fastest production car, capable of 150mph vet tractable and
comfortable enough ot to be the preserve of the unenlighterned male. |ts styling, by
aerodynamicist Malcolm Savyer, was the epitome of grace, appreciated by both sexes at a time
when the struggle for equality entered its fiercest stage. And it was no unattainable supercar
but a reliable and, above all, atffordable sports car.

The E-Type's development actually began in the preceding decade as Jaguar founder Sir
Williarm Lyonslooked to replace the XK sports car, which had itself been crowned world's fastest
production car in 12458, The intervening yvears had seen Jaguar dominant on the racetrack,
particularly at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, with the C and D-Type racers, and it was the lessons
learnt from these cars that would inform the design of the E-Type — as well as giving it a name.

The first prototype, E14A, was completed in 1857, Built from aluminium, it utilised a central
monocogque and exotic magnesium framework to support the 2.4 -litre straight-six, an engine

design masterminded by chief engineer Bill Heyrnes. The main purpose of the car was to test



of seven containing dara on every E-Type o
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@ HERE IS A LOT OF
EXPRESSION

IN THIS CAR.

BUT ALSO A LOT
OF PURITY






SIR JACKIE STEWART

The E-Type was not simply an iconic car but it played a huge part i my perscnal
end professionsl life in the 160s My family sctually ran a Jaguar dealership in
Durrbarton and one of aur best customers wis 8 chap called Barry Filer whe
plcrwed me o belp bir as a mechanic at races,

W werd aT 3 mesting ar Culton Pare when | got the chance 7o dive an
E-Type against some pretty big names of the em. | can remember everything
shout that car — even the numbser plate: FSML. It was a garage demanstrator
bt | managed to ser similae lap Times to Roy Salvadon snd that was probably
the point at which | knew my future lay with moter mcng mther than map
shooting, which was my other passion

On the mcetradk, the E-Type was immediately a2 winner in the hands of
drivers like Graham HlL It was very well balanced and hed a very driveable
engire, so it was relatively easy To dive quickly, it was & perfect car for
someone starting out like me,

Hway fram the track it also helped me win owver the future Mrs Stewart!
Helen and | were walking out at that time, too, and we did a ot of miles
in an E-Type together It was the car in which she drove at 100mgph for the
first titre — ared | shauld add thar there were no speed limins in those days.
W alio went on our haneymoon in one; wie drove all the way to Gemany,

where | also competed in a2 shooting compethion | finished second.. and | still
bame Helen for that!

The ETypes timeless design and speed made it ane of the grear cars in
the history af the British motor industry, s Tamains for being the car thar
averyene wanted and, at just a couple of thausand pounds, It was half the
price of many of the imited edition cars from Feran, Aston and the like.

But it also played a part in changing how car caners dealt with dealers
wrl the industry, It macked the beginning of the end Tor the specislist body
bullders because a netwaork of deslerships was now in place, so you could
aaslly fix your car if you hent . That hadn't been the case before

The E-Type was, in ewery sense, the first mass-produced sportscar in Brtain
Mothing before had been aveilable to so many peoples, for which we have
Sir Willisms Lyans Te thank. He did so much for the motse industry in this
country and its hard to belewe that he was never made a peer.

Mothing let this car down, particularly when it first came cut. In its
purest form, before it grew bigger bumpers and 2 higher roofline, it was
en incredibly beastiful car. s lines were so clean. b revolutionised
irsstarig b everyone winted one, Why hive o Fermni when you colild hive
onve of thess?
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HOW FAST,
HOW MUCH,
HOW MANY...
IT'S ALL HERE IN
THIS NUMERIC AL
COMPENDIUM
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CARB LOADING

The E-Types engine was almast identical to thar
of the last of the racing D-Types. it exchanged
‘Wieeber carburettors for SU wnits; trading a
lirtle rop-end power for low-down torgue
to aid real-world road manners

?



JAGUAR MEET JAGUAR Decades before a certain motoring television progamme decided to pit jet fighter against supercar, it seems someone else got there first.,










@ HERE'S SOMETHING
SO ELEMENTAL IN

THE APPEAL OF
AN E-TYPE THAT
FEW CAN RESIST
ITS SIREN SONG
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.UNDER THE
BRIGHT LIGHTS
~OF VEGAS, THE
"E-TYPE LOOKS
AS GOOD AS IT
DID IN THE
HIGH DESERT







THE AMAZING ADVENTURES
OF N@WZ&N DEWIS - -

THE E-TYPE DIDN'T
JUST TAKE THE CROWDS

ot the Geneva Motor Show by surprise, its raptunaus
reception caught laguar on the back fodt as well ¥
I Just one demanstratos, the haed head 5600 HP, h!;.‘l bean
driven to Geneva by laguar press officer Bob Berry and after
being presented to the media itwas pressed into service”
showing off its abilities on a nearby hillclimb course
Unsurprigingly, the queue was almaost as long as the course
itself and Berry soon found himself swamped. There was
ane other E-type available, 77 BW. The problerm was that the
convertible was being used as a development car, 5g it was
- mearly a thousand miles away, pounding round a Brtich test
* track in the hands of Jaguar's chief vest driver Morman Dewis
A call was made afid Dewis’s session on the high-speed
banking was interrupted by the track manager who told him
he was Wanted back at Browns Lane double guilek
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Amiving into the service bay by mid-aftertioon Dewis
wag met by Chief Cnginesr Bill Heynes and a couple of
fitters, wha immesdinstely began -\.r'l::|:u|g'.|'.|' R o s Tt
wquiprrent befoee prepping and polishing i

& baffled Dewis asked what was going on, cnly to be
tald by Meynes thet both he®and the car were needed
in Gerevas Dewis was fuether taken alack whsen b aas
Infarmed that he was booked ona forry fram Dover that -
evening and an cwernight bag for him had already been
collected from his wife. After 2 swift helping of fish and
chips, Dewis rosred curt of the factory gates ot TASpm that
vt on The first leg ol bis rhrt-lg drive [I'\.‘uugl'.ﬂ'u:' |||$||I
- 200 miles to Dover and bess tham twe kaures in which to da
it We'll et you do the maths..

- telling themthar they had 1o get a losk at this sensationhl

t was a tall crder but Gewis, wheo had set a producticn
car world spesd record in the XM in 1948 ard parmensd
Stirling AMoss #t Le Mans in 8 CType in 1955, was squal to the
razk. Helped by #n urprecedented non=stop SEring of Ereen
i.;hu Il'ﬁ':\-_lgl'u Landon, Dewis arrived ot the docks in Dover
at tem minutes ta ten, anly to be rold that he was too e to
board, the boat was ready to sail. )

However, the stevedores were Intrigued by the E-Type,
tcking as it cosded on the dockside and gemed the crew,

naw car. Thie ramp was bewered andd Dierwis was Lshered on
to the ferry, where everyoie oowded round the car. Hearing
of the drive ghead, the crew plied hl:r\-'u:h food and plenty.
of srong ship® coffes e =
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THE SEMINAL E-TYPES

EVERY E-TYPE I5
SPECIAL BUT SOMI
HAVE A HISTORY
THAT MAKES THEM
QUITE UNIQUE.
HERE ARE FOUR
OF THE BEST...



EZ2A

Drespite failing to finksh at Le Mans in 1960, the potential of E24 was clear to driver
Briggs Cunningham, who returned it to the factory and had the experimental engine
replaced with a stronger 3.8-litre version with modifcations for mee pace durability
In order to clear the larger powerplant, a bulge had to be riveted to the bonnet,
a feature that would find ity way onto the production cars The car achieved
some success in America driven by the likes of Bruce Mclaren, Jack Brabham and
Dan Gurmey. Fortunately, unlike the first prototype, ElA, which was dismantled ar
the end of its test programme, E2A ended up in private hands for many years before
beng sold in 2008 for just shy of 55million
















he E-Type, unlike the earlier C and D-Type racers, was never designed as a
competition car, Technology had moved on apace and the days in which a car could be
driven to the circuit, win and be driven home again - exactly as the C-Type had done at
Le Mana = were ower

That isn't 1o say that the E-Type's meing roots weren't readily apparent. Ims
central moncooque and front and rear subframes were direct developments of the
all-conguering D-Type chassks, while its stralght-six engine had been powering Le Mans
winners tor a decade

Exactly a month after the E-Type was unvelled, two cars in virtually showroom
specification = right down to the cigar lighters = wene entered in a 15-lap race at
Owiltan Park in the hands of Graham Hill and Roy Sabvador. The Aston Martin of nnes
Ireland split the pair but future F1 world champion Hill took the cheguened ﬂ.ag an
the E-Type's maiden outing. Briggs Cunningham, who had raken the E2A prototype 1o
Le Mans in 1960, was sufhciently encouraged by this to repeat the exercise with the real
thing, finishing a credible fourth in the 1962 race in a coupé, while a roadster fitted with
an asrcdynamic hasdtop followed him home in ifth

Drespite this initial success, Jaguar was not to be drawn into running & full E-Type
racing team, as it was concentrating its efforts on developing the mid-engined Vi
1 for & fulbbore return to Le Mani, The company was, howeves, prepared 1o

investigate the possibility of creating a competition E-Type for others to campaign

A SHOWROOM SPEC
CAR - DOWN TO THE
CIGAR LIGHTER -
WON THE E-TYPE'S
FIRST EVER RACE

WINMNERS

1T









AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO R THE E-1 YPE
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LIGHTWEIGHT
E-LYPE

TOP SPEED: 17JOMPH. 0-60: 5 SECONDS
ENGINE: 3.8-LITRE STRAIGHT-SIX. PRICE: £1.5M

The Lightweight E-Type has been often imitated but it was the ariginal 12 cars which were
drivan by such illustrious names as Hill. Salvadori, Protheroe, Stewart and McLaren.

Emgine: 1TBloc, si-cylinder, in-line; Lucas fuel injection: 350bhp & 6800rpm; 325b ft @ 5750rpm
Chassls: aluminium monocoque, torsion bar and wishbone independent front suspension;
Independent rear suspension with lower wishbone and upper driveshaft link

Dimensbons: Length 444cme width be5om; height N9om: weight $75kg
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SERIES 1172 2+2

TOP SPEED: 126MPH which was - at least in theory - a four-seater. This was also the first E-Type to be offered with aurtomatic tramsmission,

Te satisfy the d ds of the A an market the E-Type was lengthened and made taller to create a third variant,

43125ce wig=cylimder, in=line; triple SU catrettors, 265bhp & 5400mpem; 2R T & H00rpm
0-60: 9 SECONDS ) Stael monocoque; wishbione and torsion bar independent front suspension; independent
EMGINE: 4.2-LITRE STRAIGHT-SIX rear suspensien with lower wishbones and upper delveshafr inkage

PRICE: £2245 Length d&Fom; width 165cm; height 137om; weight 140lkg







POSTSCRIPT

t has never been easy to capture the essence of the E-Type in words and pictures, but we hope that this

book reflects the passion and reverence with which we hold the model here at Jdaguar.

Thi= iconic car is more than simply a museurmnm piece. £ remains a potent symbol of what every Jaguar
should be, now and far beyvond the next SO vears.
The E-Type's combination of power, sensuous styling, innovation and attainability are hallmarks of every
car in the current Jaguar range. Those same principles continue to guide our design and engineering teams.
This boak has been a celelbration of arguably the most beautiful, most famous car ever created, but to
think of it as the greatest Jaguar ever would be incorrect. That will always be the one we hawve yvet to build...

JAGUAR CARS, COVENTRY, ENGLAND

CARL-PETER FORSTER, GROUP CHIEF EXECUTIVE, TATA MOTORS
DR RALF SPETH, CEQ, |AGUAR LAND ROVER | ADRIAN HALLMARK, BRAMD DIRECTOR, JAGUAR CARS
MIKE (’DRISCOLL, MANAGING DIRECTOR, JAGUAR HERITAGE | FRAMK KLAAS, GLOBAL HEAD OF COMMUNICATIONS, JAGUAR LAMND ROVER
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